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two lines of men. In the scrimmage, a fat German fell on the hare
and was alleged to have driven it into the ground. Bury went over
to the German trenches to look back on our defence and got a good
many hints. The men were on such good terms that one day, when
both sides were repairing their wire, he heard one of his men say,
"Go and borrow a couple of mallets from those blighters." The
Germans very civilly lent the mallets, which were returned when the
job was completed. He said that before the first Battle of Ypres our
line was so thin that there was nothing to stop the Germans from
coming through. You would see two men and a blank space of one
hundred yards before you saw another two. He thought that neither
side would break through on a sufficiently big front, though Neuve-
Chapelle was the nearest that we ever got to it.
May 18. A Danish curiosity dealer had been running backwards and
forwards between Copenhagen and Madrid with Spanish Embassy
bags. He was believed to be a spy, and the bags were said to contain
German communications, but he was under diplomatic protection
while carrying the bags. Yesterday, a dreadful accident happened to
him. On the crossing from Southampton to Havre he had been dosing
himself with alcohol, perhaps against seasickness. When he had reeled
from the boat to the train, he put down his bag in the passage, and
it vanished. I asked for no details for obvious reasons, but I fully
expect within the next few days to learn the contents of the bag.
Harish Chandra* has been remarkably successful with the Indian
revolutionaries in Switzerland. A few days ago they sent him two
glass tubes, hermetically sealed; they contained minute photographs
and documents. He was to carry them to India concealed in his
body. One contained the Kaiser's vernacular letter to the Indian
princes, another a summary in English of all that the German com-
mittee had done and hoped to do. It showed that this committee
had failed almost completely. It was now concentrating on the vain
project of rousing the Buddhists against the Allies, as they failed to
get a Jehad proclaimed. It also appeared that the precautions were so
elaborate that no Indian could hope to enter India by way of the
Pacific. They must all go through Europe and consequently to my
room in Scotland Yard.
* See Oct. i, 23, 1915, and Jan. 7, 1916.